
STITCH ENIGMA
Week 1: crossword puzzle
Are you ready? Turn your printer on, grab your pen, let’s go!

Hello! and Welcome to the 
third stitch enigma! 

Every year to celebrate my 
blogaversary, I don’t host a 
regular drawing; that’s kind of 
boring and not enough time 
consuming, really. ;) 

The thing is, why 
rewarding some random reader 
when you can make them 
struggle, and guess, and fight 
for the prize in a sort of Game 
of Thrones for needleworkers?! 
ok, that’s a tad too much, but 
you get the general idea.

What I like to do is 
prepare a fun game I call stitch 
enigma, and whoever solves it 
gets of course all the glory, plus 
a fancy needlework prize.

There have been previous 
enigmas (or enigmata, that’s 
another plural for enigma) with 

two or more prizes, but this 
year there can only be one, in a 
Highlander kind of way 
(honestly, I’ve never watched 
GOT but I had an insane crush 
for Christopher Lambert while 
growing up). 

If you want to know more 
about the games we had in the 
past, take a look at the yellow 
box right above.
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A Trip to the Past

In the past two years we 
had a different type of 
enigma. I picked a project 
and started working on it 
secretly; prepared written 
clues and work-in-progress 
snaps that would work as 
graphic clues, and posted 
these regularly for a certain 
period of time. Sometimes 
they were guessed very 
quickly, sometimes it took a 
really long while before 
readers figured out what I 
was working on, but in 
general it was always great 
fun to see everyone’s 
comments. You can find all 
the previous posts featuring 
a stitch enigma by selecting 
this Category in the 
dropdown menu 
located in the 
right sidebar 
of my blog, 
The Grey 
Tail.

- chiara
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WEEK 1 - CROSSWORD PUZZLE.
The first game you have to solve is a needlework themed crossword puzzle. You’ll find it in the 

following pages which will be in black and white, printer friendly format. 
You can also colour the drawings I made all around it (or let your kids do it!), that’s an extra fun ac-

tivity that never grows old, at least in my book. I would love to see your coloured pages, by the way!
All the clues are in English, but as you will soon find out, some of the answers are more international, 

so to speak. 
Sometimes I offered double clues to give you extra help in finding the correct answer, that’s the case of 

7 across for instance; note that each clue is separated by a  - . The indications (s) and (pl) after a clue mean 
you have to write the singular or plural of that word.

You will notice that 21 blocks have been coloured in red and numbered R1, R2, R3, .. R21; this is the 
first set of letters that you will need to form the final clue. Once you have completed the crossword puz-
zle, write those letters in the diagram and save them for the final clue.

Have fun! And good luck! - chiara

Mainly because I should hate to be 
predictable, but also because I felt it was time to 
spice up things, I decided to split this enigma’s 
final clue into sections.

This year you will have to solve puzzles, 
riddles, codes, identify a mysterious piece, .. 
five different games available to download as a 
PDF every Friday starting on May 1st, the day of 
my third blogaversary. 

Each week there will be a new file to 
download just like this one, and once you 
complete the game featured in it, there will be 
intructions as to what to do with the portion of 
the final clue you just obtained.

Everyone can join at any time, from anywhere 
in the world. You don’t have to be reading this 
before May 1st to participate, open up as many 
files as there are available at the moment and get 
down to work! But remember, in order to win the 
needlework prize you have to be the first person 
to post the correct answer to the final clue, and 
because that final clue will be obtained game after 
game I strongly recommend you follow my blog 
via email (which is also required to participate) 
so that you’ll get an instant notification of a new 
blog post every Friday.

You can tell your friends about this (actually 
that would be really nice of you), share snaps of 
you ready to work on the puzzles, talk or write 
about this using your favourite social media, etc. 
but please don’t post or share the answers. 

Don’t be a party pooper, let’s keep this fun for 
everyone!

Also another NO NO is sharing this PDF 
via email or in any sort of way. You can write 
about it, talk about it, show your copy next to a 
good cup of tea and add a link to my blog - your 
friends can access the file and download it for 
themselves. It goes without saying that you 
cannot use any of the contents in this file for 
nothing other than your personal use.

If you have any questions, doubts or 
comments I would be really pleased to hear from 
you, just drop me a line using the Contact me 
form you find in my blog. You can also find me at 
Instagram (@nexthursday) and on Facebook 
(Taras BaBa), but the safest way to get to me is 
always the blog, I’m hardly ever on FB and 
comments on IG can easily go unnoticed.
Now it’s time to get this game started, shall we?
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Across
4. Hand dyes in Hungary.
7. Has one eye but it’s not a cyclops. - It’s 

# blunt but you prefer it that way. 
10. That’s how Mary is in a nursery rhyme. 
11. An island in Greece, a heart in 

# needlework. 
12. Some when lit up fly away. (s)
13. Sparkling French fuel for celebrations. 
14. Little — Needleworks. 
16. The higher the — , the smaller the finish. -  

# Title for a nobleman. 
17. Takes a lot of confetti to stitch; it also 

# breaths fire. 
18. “Light Effects Floss” in France. 
21. Can be made of silk, cotton, wool, linen, 

# rayon, .. 
23. Reproduces antique and historic samplers 

# from museums and private collections. - 
# Nathaniel Hawthorne’s magnum opus.

25. Brand of shiny, thick silks. - Rhymes with 
# Rocky Balboa’s wife.

26. Each finish brings an according amount of 
# it. - Jagger can’t get any.

28. Janet Leigh dies in it. - It’s American for 
# Bret Easton Ellis. 

29. One of Julian Fellowes’ creations. 
30. Alice dreams of it. 
31. Nicely scented yellow flower whose oil 

# serves many purposes. - Its name is Latin 
# for “little calendar”.

35. You make or buy one after loosing them 
# one too many times. 

38. Cross stitch designer named after the 
# owners’ daughters. 

40. Some people listen to one while stitching, 
# or driving. 

42. Red flower symbol of remembrance. 
# Sometimes its seeds can turn out quite 
# addictive.

43. Ruggedly handsome Richard. - Fortified 
# residence of lords and nobles.

44. A bitten one can cost a fortune compared 
# to a whole one. - Type of pie. 

45. Directs the orchestra. 

Down 
1. English actor renown for his portrayal of 

# Sherlock Holmes. 
2. One type goes on shoes, another on fancy 

# finished ornaments. 
3. The change of colour throughout a skein. 
5. How the Mystery Tour was for John, Paul, 

# George and Ringo. 
6. Rosewood Manor designed “How does 

# your — grow?”. - In 2014 I finished a piece 
# I renamed “In the — of my mind”. 

8. Can cause hallucinations, stomach aches, 
# even death, and mh! so good for risotto. 

9. Any textile where the warp and weft 
# threads measure the same. 

11. Forms nice petals in Spider Web Roses and 
# Japanese Stitches. 

15. Cross Stitch, Hardanger, Crochet, Tatting, 
# etc. 

19. Author of the famous “Encyclopaedia of 
# Needlework”. 

20. Projection of frightening images onto 
# walls, smoke or see-through screens. 

22. Dollfus-Mieg et Compagnie. 
24. Idle flower in needlework. 
25. A broad kind of smile.
27. — is where the heart is. 
32. Noble female insect. 
33. Thread goes through it.
34. Living spaceship that travels through 

# space and time. 
36. Burgess’ orange. 
37. Winter green. - Olive’s house is full of 

# them. 
39. The H and W of a design.
41. Young and old, tall and small, happy and 

# sad. (pl)
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Here is the diagram for the first set of letters; you can colour the background of each box in red to 
help you put together the final clue.

See you next week, and if you have any questions, doubts or feel like dropping a line you know where 
to find me! ciao! - chiara
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